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rights were established by treaties." (It will be seen later
on how comically the Emperor tried to go back on this prop-
osition.) Two days later Speck sent me another memo-
randum from the Emperor, stating that he regarded the
Morocco question not as an isolated question, but as one
which might develop into a starting point for a new group-
ing of the Powers. He again, in this memorandum, threat-
ened a war with France, using the following language: "If
England is successful in causing the refusal of France to
join in a conference to settle the Morocco question, Ger-
many will have to choose between war with France or be-
tween an understanding with France with regard to Mo-
rocco, which repeatedly has been sought for by France.
Such an understanding, the Emperor believes, is to form
the basis of a new grouping of European powers to which
he is strongly opposed, being most anxious to maintain in
the future his attitude, especially with regard to the Far
East, as clearly explained to you. Everything he thinks
depends on the attitude you may consider fit to take to-
wards a conference of the treaty powers to settle the Mo-
rocco question. England is the only power which opposes
such a conference, though it seems sure she will drop her
objections in case you should participate in the confer-
ence. " The day after I received yet another letter from
Speck, showing that the United States had signed the con-
vention of Madrid with reference to Morocco, in 1880.

Meanwhile my own attitude can be best gathered by the
following two letters, which I sent while on my bear hunt,
one to Taft, who was then acting as Secretary of State in
Hay's absence, and the other to Speck:

Confidential.

Dictated by the President in camp, East Divide Creek,
Colorado.

GLENWOOD SPRINGS, COLO.,

April 20, 1905.

Dear Will:
I think you are keeping the lid on in great shape!   Ap-